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May 6, 2021 

 PORT AUTHORITY CELEBRATES ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT WEEK 
 

(Wilmington, Ohio) The Clinton County Port Authority is marking National Economic Development Week 
from May 9-15, 2021, to celebrate the contributions of positive economic development and discuss the 
role of the profession in the local community.  
 
“Economic Development is about creating jobs, advancing career development opportunities, and 
improving the quality of life for a community,” said Jennifer Klus Ekey, Economic Development Director 
with the Clinton County Port Authority. “This week is a great opportunity for us to highlight that work 
locally, in the context of a national campaign.” 
 
Now in its sixth year, National Economic Development Week was created by the International Economic 
Development Council - the largest professional membership organization for economic developers - in 
2016. The purpose is to recognize the unique role that economic development has in creating vibrant 
communities with strong economies. In recognition of the week, the Port Authority will be using its 
LinkedIn page (linkedin.com/company/clinton-county-port-authority), Twitter feed 
(https://twitter.com/CountyPort), and website (ChooseClintonCountyOH.org) to highlight successful, 
collaborative economic development efforts by all of its economic development partners: the City of 
Wilmington, the Clinton County Board of Commissioners, the Clinton County Convention & Visitors 
Bureau, the Clinton County Regional Planning Commission, the Community Improvement Corporation of 
Wilmington, Main Street Wilmington, the Ohio SBDC at Miami Regionals, and the Wilmington-Clinton 
County Chamber of Commerce. 
 
“We are thankful for the support of each and every organization in the community that plays a role in 
the community’s economic development efforts,” said Daniel G. Evers, Executive Director of the Clinton 
County Port Authority. “Economic development is a team effort, and it takes everyone truly committed 
and working together toward a shared vision to be successful.” 
 
In addition to the social media campaign the week of May 9, the Port Authority’s Economic 
Development Week activities include: formal recognition by Wilmington City Council, the Clinton County 
Board of Commissioners, and Representative Steve Stivers at a variety of public meetings beginning on 
Thursday, May 6; a presentation, as part of a panel discussion, at the Economic Network Alliance on May 
6 (a recording of which is available at http://bit.ly/May21ENArecording); and hosting a webinar on 
“Exporting Fundamentals and Introduction to the Ohio Export Assistance Network” with the 
Wilmington-Clinton County Chamber of Commerce and the Ohio SBDC at Miami Regionals on May 11 
(registration available at https://bit.ly/OHExport101). 
 
About the Clinton County Port Authority 
The Clinton County Port Authority is a special purpose government formed to operate transportation 
infrastructure and lead economic development efforts. Designated by the County, City and the CIC as 
the lead Economic Development agency for the County, it coordinates with the Dayton Development 
Coalition and JobsOhio to attract jobs to the area.  It owns and operates the Wilmington Air Park, an 
integrated aviation and logistics business park located on 1,900 acres with nearly three million square 
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feet of industrial, office and hangar space, which was recently named the Best Airport in Ohio. The Port 
Authority was recognized as one of Ohio’s Best Workplaces in 2020.  Learn more at 
www.ChooseClintonCountyOH.org.  
 
About the International Economic Development Council 
The International Economic Development Council is the leading international association for 
professional economic developers. IEDC supports the work of more than 5,000 economic developers to 
create high-quality jobs, develop vibrant communities, and improve the quality of life in their regions. 
Members are employed in a wide variety of settings including local, state, provincial, and federal 
governments, public-private partnerships, universities, and a variety of other institutions. Learn more at 
www.iedconline.org. 
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